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1849/6  HALF  DIMES 
by 

Tom  DeLorey 

In  Issue  32  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Bill  Fivaz  presented  his  views  on  the 
overdate  status  of  the  1849  V-2,  V-4,  and  V-5  half  dimes.  In  his  opinion  V-2  is 
an  1849/8  and  V-4  and  V-5  are  1849/horizontal  9  overdates. 

Traditionally,  the  V-2  die  has  been  called  an  1849/6,  and  the  V-4  and  V-5 
die  an  1849/8.  After  consulting  with  my  good  friend  Bill  on  the  subject,  I 
would  like  to  present  my  own  version  of  the  attribution  of  these  controver- 
sial pieces,  which  agrees  with  neither  Bill's  nor  tradition. 

In  my  opinion,  there  are  three  different  overdated  obverse  dies  for  1849, 
and  all  of  them  are  1849/6.  These  are  the  V-1  obverse,  the  V-2  and  V-6 
obverse  and  the  V-4  and  V-5  obverse  mentioned  above. 

At  this  point  I  should  mention  that  the  coins  illustrated  in  this  article 
were  made  available  to  me  by  the  late  Kam  Ahwash,  who  did  not  agree  with 
my  conclusions  about  them.  Several  years  ago  we  began  work  on  what  we 
hoped  would  be  the  definitive  article  on  1849  half  dime  overdates,  which 
was  never  finished  due  to  our  differences  of  opinion  and  eventually  Kam's 
illness. 

The  1849  V-1  shows  strong  traces  of  what  I  believe  are  an  846  inside  and 
atop  the  849,  and  faint  traces  of  the  1846  date  digits  in  the  field  to  the  right 
of  the  corresponding  1849  digits.  The  lower  right  bulge  of  the  6  extends 
well  to  the  right  of  the  bottom  half  of  the  9,  but  is  not  strong. 


1849/1846  V-1  Half  Dime 
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Overdates  of  this  era  were  made  by  heat  softening  the  previously  dated 
die  and  hand  punching  the  new  date  directly  over  the  old  one  via  a  four- 
digit  gang  punch.  The  punching  displaced  the  relatively  soft  die  steel  both 
down  and  out,  driving  traces  of  the  original  date  deeper  into  the  die  directly 
beneath  the  punch.  It  also  spread  out  and  squeezed  shut  those  parts  of  the 
original  date  which  fell  outside  the  new  digits.  This  explains  why  underdate 
traces  are  stronger  inside  the  overdate  digits  than  outside,  and  why  they 
sometimes  appear  atop  the  replacement  digits  on  the  struck  coin. 

The  V-1  variety  is  easily  identified  by  the  high  position  of  the  date,  with 
the  184  touching  and  the  9  almost  touching  the  base  of  the  rock.  The  rock 
itself  shows  four  concave  areas  above  the  four  1849  digits,  where  the 
punching  displaced  metal  into  the  rock.  A  faint  die  crack  connects  the 
bases  of  the  1849  digits,  though  this  presumably  varies  with  the  die  state. 
Kam  believed  this  variety  to  be  an  1849/1848. 

Early  die  states  of  the  1849  V-2  show  strong  traces  of  an  846  atop  the  849, 
a  weak  diagonal  of  the  original  4  inside  the  replacement  4,  and  very  strong 
remnants  of  the  6  inside  and  to  the  lower  right  of  the  9.  Later  die  states  of 
V-2  show  most  or  all  of  the  lower  right  bulge  of  the  6  polished  away. 

On  the  V-6  usage  of  this  die,  the  field  was  ground  down  so  that  the  rem- 
nants of  the  4  and  6  inside  the  4  and  9  have  disappeared.  However,  the 
deeper  remnants  atop  the  849  remain,  though  they  will  be  easily  lost  to  cir- 
culation. Kam  thought  that  this  variety  was  an  1849/8/6. 


1849/846  V-6  Half  Dime,  from  Repolished  Die 
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V-4  and  V-5  show  no  doubling  of  the  1  and  the  8,  but  strong  doubling  of 
the  base  of  the  4  down  and  to  the  right.  Also,  there  are  two  snnall  remnants 
of  the  original  4  atop  the  upright  of  the  replacement  4. 

The  6  shows  very  strongly  atop  the  9,  as  well  as  inside  the  top  of  the  9 
and  in  the  field  to  the  bottom  right  of  the  9.  In  addition,  early  die  states 
show  the  tip  of  the  ball  of  the  6  attached  to  the  upper  right  side  of  the  9. 

The  most  convincing  evidence  that  this  is  a  6  rather  than  an  8  or  a 
horizontal  9  is  the  shape  of  the  metal  atop  the  left  side  of  the  9.  The  shape 
is  roughly  that  of  a  capital  T  lying  on  its  left  side,  so  that  the  upright  of  the 
T  points  to  the  right. 

The  only  part  of  an  underdate  that  could  leave  this  shape  is  the  left  cen- 
tral portion  of  a  6.  The  left  central  portion  of  an  8  would  leave  a  sideways  V 
shape,  while  the  top  or  bottom  of  a  horizontal  9  or  6  would  show  as  a  curved 
line.  Kam  believed  this  variety  to  be  an  1849/8. 

Supporting  evidence  that  these  underdates  are  1846's  rather  that  1848's 
includes  the  angle  of  the  diagonal  of  the  4  on  the  1846  date,  which  appears 

to  match  that  of  the  underdates.  The  angle  of  the  4  of  the  1848  date  is 
slightly  more  upright. 

To  be  fair,  one  strong  bit  of  evidence  against  these  pieces  being 
1849/1846's  is  the  lack  of  doubling  on  the  upper  left  serif  of  the  1.  On  1846 
dated  coins  the  1  had  a  thin,  high  serif,  while  on  1849  coins  the  1  had  a 
thicker,  lower  and  more  stylized  serif.  It  is  possible  that  the  act  of  punching 
this  thick  serif  just  below  the  thin  one  displaced  enough  metal  to  squeeze 
the  thin  serif  closed,  but  I  have  to  admit  that  I  cannot  prove  it. 


1849/46  V-4  Half  Dime 


still,  it  is  likely  that  all  of  the  underdates  are  one  date  or  the  other,  and  I 
feel  that  the  physical  evidence  on  V-4  coins  proves  that  it  is  an  1849/46.  For 
lack  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  is  therefore  logical  to  assume  that 
V-1  and  V-2  coins  are  1849/6's  also. 

One  other  1849  die  shows  doubling  on  the  date,  that  being  V-8a  with 
repunching  at  the  bases  of  the  1,  4  and  9.  Though  Valentine  states  that  the 
obverse  of  his  8a  is  the  same  as  that  of  V-8,  it  is  possible  that  this  is  wrong. 

I  have  not  seen  examples  of  V-3,  V-7  or  V-8  of  this  year.  Since  Kam  did  not 
mention  them  to  me  as  overdates  it  is  likely  that  they  are  normal,  if  they  all 
do  indeed  exist. 


1849  V-8a  Half  Dime,  Repunched  1,  4  and  9 


Wo  buy  and  Sell  High  Quality  Rare  Coins. 
EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 

Member  of  A.N.A.  -  M.S.N.S.  -  L.S.C.C.  -  Penn-Ohio 

T«l6phon«  313-582-3939 

P.O.  Box  68  Dearborn.  Mich.  48121 
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1873  HALF  DOLLARS  WITH  SMALL  ARROWS 

by 

Harry  X  Boosel 

My  first  article  on  1873  half  dollars  appeared  in  the  March  1958  issue  of 
the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine.  Therein  appeared  for  the  first  time,  a 
photo  of  the  1873  Philadelphia  half  dollar  with  arrows  with  the  vertical  bars 
in  Liberty's  shield  in  groups  of  four,  rather  than  three.  I  also  noted  that  this 
1873  half  dollar  had  small  arrows. 

The  four-bar  grouping  was  my  discovery,  unlisted  in  Beistle.  When  my 
book  on  1873  coins  was  published  in  1960, 1  did  not  enlarge  on  the  1873  half 
dollar  article  of  1958.  It  was  merely  reprinted,  exactly  as  the  article  ap- 
peared originally. 

All  Gobrecht  half  dollars,  from  1839  through  1891,  have  the  vertical  bars 
in  Liberty's  shield  in  groups  of  three,  except  this  one  die  I  identified.  This 
four-bar  die  also  has  smaller  arrowheads  than  almost  all  other  1873  half 
dollars  with  arrows. 

In  1973,  I  wrote  my  second  article  on  1873  half  dollars  on  their  centen- 
nial, also  for  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  and  this  article  was 
later  reprinted  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Of  primary  concern  in  this  article 
was  the  1873  Philadelphia  no  arrows  half  dollar  with  the  "Open  3". 

Most  of  my  research  on  varieties  of  United  States  coinage  of  1873  has 
been  on  varieties  that  a  person  with  normal  eyesight  could  see  with  the 
naked  eye,  or  with  a  low  powered  magnifying  glass. 

In  February  1984,  Tom  DeLorey  induced  me  to  put  a  "four-striper"  under 
high  magnification.  Lo  and  behold!  It  was  a  double  die!  It  was  not  a  shift 
die,  since  only  a  small  area  is  involved,  but  rather  a  "bounce  die".  Besides 
the  extra  stripe  in  the  shield  with  the  verticle  bars  in  groups  of  four,  the 
word  "LIBERTY"  in  the  shield  has  three  lines  instead  of  two  and  the  left 
border  of  the  shield  has  two  lines  instead  of  one.  Also  Liberty  herself  has  a 
split  right  thumb  and  first  finger,  and  there  are  extra  lines  in  the  folds  of 
Liberty's  lower  garment  area. 

Why  the  horizontal  lines  in  Liberty's  shield  were  not  affected,  I  cannot 
say,  except  perhaps  the  bounce  of  the  die  was  exactly  parallel  to  the 
horizontal  bars  and  did  not  affect  them.  Since  I  could  count  the  horizontal 
bars  and  found  them  to  be  exactly  the  same  as  all  others,  this  led  me  to 
believe  that  only  the  vertical  bars  were  different. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  the  4-striper  has  small  arrows.  I  believe  that 
Beistle,  in  his  book  on  half  dollars,  did  mention  small  arrows  in  his  #10  of 
his  1873  half  dollars,  but,  of  course,  he  did  not  mention  the  4-striper.  If  he 
had  seen  one,  I  am  quite  sure  he  would  have  mentioned  it. 

In  1958,  I  mentioned  the  1873  half  dollar  with  small  arrows,  and  in  1972 
when  my  collection  was  sold,  an  uncirculated  specimen  of  the  1873 
Philadelphia  half  dollar  with  the  small  arrows  was  sold  as  Lot  #607  It  was 
not  the  4-striper.  The  4-striper,  in  unc.  was  Lot  #606. 
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Walter  Breen  agreed  that  the  4-striper  had  smaller  arrows,  but  he  was  not 
convinced  that  it  existed  otherwise.  Here  then  is  photographic  proof  that 
the  Philadelphia  1873  half  dollar  with  small  arrows  exists  in  the  3-striper  as 
well  as  the  4-striper. 

So,  now  the  three  B's,  Beistle,  Boosel  and  Breen  know  about  the 
Philadelphia  half  dollars  with  small  arrows.  But  who  else  knows?  or  cares? 
Randy  Wiley  knows,  and  cares.  At  the  Detroit  ANA  Convention,  in  July 
1984,  he  showed  me  another  variety  of  the  1873  Philadelphia  half  dollar 
with  small  arrows. 

In  conclusion,  then,  here  are  shown  all  the  major  varieties  of 
Philadelphia  1873  half  dollars  with  arrows. 

1.  The  4-striper  half  with  small  arrows. 

2.  The  small  arrows  half  with  the  arrows  farther  from  the  date. 

3.  The  small  arrows  half  with  the  arrows  that  are  closer  to  the  date  than  2. 

4.  The  large  arrows  half  with  the  arrows  closer  to  the  date  than  5. 

5.  The  large  arrows  half  with  the  arrows  farther  from  the  date  than  4. 


What  is  the  relative  rarity  or  scarcity  of  the  small  arrows  varieties?  All 
small  arrows  halves  are  scarce.  At  the  present  time  there  are  six  known 
specimens  of  #2  and  #3  combined  but  searching  may  turn  up  more.  The 
3-stripers  are  more  scarce  than  the  4-striper,  and  they  may  be  as  rare  as  the 
Open  3  no  arrows  half,  of  which  about  11  are  known.  Perhaps  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  would  be  a  good  vehicle  to  record  the  known  and  new  finds  of 
those  mentioned  above.  Currently  there  are  three  known  examples  of  #3 
owned  by  Boosel,  Wiley  and  Bugert.  There  are  three  known  specimens  of 
#2,  two  owned  by  Wiley  and  one  by  Bugert. 


A  few  Nice  Coins  from  Bill! 


HALF  DIMES 

1853-0       XF-40,  nice  $36 

1857  XF-40,  tiny  ding  at  2  o'clock   22 

1858-0       XF-4Q,  die  break  through  head   39 

DIMES 

1840-0       Small  o,  Choice  XF-45  $  75 

1842-0       Medium  o,  AU-50  Proof-like,  many  tiny  bagmarks    98 

1843         Choice  BU-60-^ ,  no  marks  but  lightly  polished   185 

1850         Small  stars  left,  large  stars  right,  AU-50  original   79 

1873-S       VF-30,  tough  date   52 

1886         XF-45/40,  nice  toning   19 

1889         Choice  AU-55  +  ,  flat  head  and  bow    39 

1890-S       Smalls,  choice  XF45/AU50,  original  toning   49 

QUARTERS 

1840-  0       No  Drapery,  UNC-60,  well  struck  except  at  star  5.  Mark  on  rim  at  8:30. 

Deep  golden-reddish  tone  over  lustre   $31 9 

1841-  0       UNC-60.  Very  lustrous  with  light  toning.  Mark  by  star  9.  Weakly  struck 

through  centers  and  through  stars  9-13    249 

1863  VG-8   29 

HALVES 

1839         With  Drapery.  Choice  AU-55,  very  lustrous  $179 

1858  Very  choice  AU-55/60.  Well  struck   169 

1871-CC      VF-35,  slightly  porous,  tough  date    285 

1872         VF-35,  another  tough  coin   59 

DOLLARS 

1867  G-6  5  95 

Grading  by  ANA  Standards  14  Day  Return  for  ANY  Reason 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS  LSCC  #70 

BOX  734  •  Semmes,  Alabama  36575        Telephone  (205)  649-2631 
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SOME  LIBERTY  SEATED  DIMES  WITH  DIE  CRACKS 

by 

Terry  Searcy 

As  I  have  added  to  my  Liberty  Seated  dime  collection  over  the  last  year  I 
have  come  upon  some  rather  interesting  die  varieties  that  I  would  like  to 
report.  Most  of  these  are  unlisted  in  the  Ahwash  book  on  Liberty  Seated 
dime  varieties  and  many  have  die  cracks  that  have  not  been  previously 
described.  I  would  like  to  bring  these  pieces  to  the  attention  of  LSCC 
members.  My  coins  are  as  follows: 

1845  -  This  coin  has  both  obverse  and  reverse  die  cracks.  On  the  obverse  a 
crack  starts  at  the  rim  and  arcs  through  all  four  digits  in  the  date  and  then 
runs  back  down  to  the  rim.  There  are  several  heavy  cracks  on  the  reverse. 
One  starts  at  the  rim  over  the  I  in  UNITED,  runs  through  the  I,  through  the 
wreath  and  to  the  center  of  the  left  side  of  the  D  in  DIME.  There  are  also  three 
cracks  that  run  from  the  rim  up  to  the  bottom  of  the  left  ribbon. 

1847  ■  On  the  obverse  a  light  crack  runs  from  the  left  tip  of  the  cap  across 
the  tip  of  star  8  and  to  the  rim  over  this  star.  Otherwise  this  seems  to  be  an 
A-2  variety  of  this  year. 

1848  -  This  coin  has  two  significant  reverse  die  cracks.  The  first  runs 
from  the  denticles  over  the  A  and  then  down  through  the  letters  TES.  This  is 
possibly  the  crack  described  by  Ahwash  for  his  A-1  variety  of  this  year. 
Another  stronger  die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  up  through  the  tip  of  the  left 
stem  and  then  up  the  center  of  the  wreath  to  the  second  set  of  buds  on  the 
left  side  of  the  wreath. 


1848  Dime  with  Die  Crack  tlirough  TES 
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1848  Dime  with  Die  Crack  through  Tip  of  Left  Stem. 


1852  -  There  are  two  cracks  on  the  obverse  that  run  from  the  base  of  the 
rock.  A  crack  runs  from  the  left  corner  of  the  rock  up  to  the  rim.  The  other 
crack  runs  from  the  right  base  of  the  rock  up  to  the  rim. 

1856-  0  -  This  is  the  Medium  O  variety,  A-5  from  the  Ahwash  book.  On  the 
reverse  a  heavy  die  crack  runs  from  the  denticles  to  the  leaves  in  the 
wreath  between  the  tip  of  the  left  stem  and  the  U  in  UNITED.  A  lighter  break 
runs  from  the  tip  of  the  left  stem  to  the  main  break. 

1857-  0  -  This  is  the  1857/1857-0  variety  described  as  A-1  in  the  Ahwash 
book.  Kam  states  that  he  only  knew  of  two  pieces  when  he  published  the 
book.  Well  I  wish  to  report  a  third  specimen.  It  has  the  heavy  break  from  the 
rim  through  the  right  base  of  the  last  A  in  AMERICA  and  the  other  cracks 
mentioned  by  Kam.  My  example  is  a  VF-i-. 

1875-S  -  San  Francisco  mintmark  above  bow.  This  piece  has  the  same 
obverse  as  the  A-1  variety  described  in  the  Ahwash  book  but  the  reverse 
has  a  different  set  of  die  cracks  than  those  described  for  A-1 .  My  coin  has  a 
crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  up  through  the  tip  of  the  right  ribbon  and  up 
around  the  wreath  past  the  ear  of  corn. 

The  pictures  of  the  two  dimes  were  taken  by  Marilyn  Tiernan  at  Coin 
World. 


MIDWEST  NUMISMATIC  GALLERIES 
HALF  DIMES  SUMMER  SELECTIONS 

1837         No  Stars,  good-4,  slightly  bent    $5 

1853         With  Arrows,  XF,  some  luster    40 

1856  XF   30 

1857  XF-40/40,  cleaned,  ANACS.  Struck  from  worn  dies  ..................  35 

1863-S       F/VF,  struck  from  buckled  obverse  die,  some  luster   30 

1871         XF,  medium  dark  toning   oc 

DIMES 

1876  VF   

1885  XF-40/40  ANACS   

1888-S       VF     g 

QUARTERS 

1876  S       VF      *  ^'"^   $85 

BOOK  ""^ 

American  Numismatic  Society,  Numismatic  Notes  &  Monographs 
#48,  published  in  1931.  Valentine's  UNITED  STATES  HALF  DIMES 
VF  copy,  79  pages.  Excellent  plates  '  $70 

Please  add  $1.50  for  Postage  &  Insurance  •  Order  with  Confidence 

30  day  retum  for  Coins  in  Original  Holders  •  Customer  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

Thanks,  Steve 

MIDWEST  NUMISMATIC  GALLERIES 

P.O.  BOX  303  •  GREENCASTLE,  INDIANA  46135 
Telephone  (317)  653-6535 
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CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  9516 
Seattle,  Washington  98109 

Half  Dimes 

1840         VF-30  No  Drapery  variety.  A  natural  light  gray  with  some  luster  $28 

1849  AU-50  Pleasing  russet  and  blue  toning  over  immaculate  surtaces  95 
1863-S       XF-40  Sharply  struck  and  totally  original  in  every  respect   110 

1866-  S       XF-45  Needle  sharp  strike  upon  problem  free  surtaces   118 

1873         AU-55  Eye  appealing  toning  on  lusterous,  original,  surfaces   70 

Dimes 

1837         XF-45  Natural  light  gray  toning  over  smooth,  lusterous  surfaces  $295 

1844         AU-50  Sharply  struck,  problem  free,  and  very  eye  appealing   385 

1847         XF-40  Beautiful  old  time  toning  over  natural  surfaces    115 

1850  XF-40  A  pleasing  light  gray  with  good  peripheral  luster   43 

1851-0       AU-50  Choice  for  the  grade  with  strong  cartwheel  luster   220 

1853         VF-30  No  Arr  variety.  Original  surfaces  with  even  light  toning   158 

1859-  0       XF-40  Natural  eye  appealing  toning  upon  choice  surfaces   63 

1860-  S       XF-40  A  naturallight  gray  with  peripheral  luster  present   125 

1867-  S       VF-30  Very  appealing  for  the  grade,  sharply  struck   95 

1868-  S       AU-50  Beautifully  toned  over  attractive  surfaces    185 

1871         XF-40  Original  and  attractive  for  the  grade   25 

1885-S       VF-30  Original  with  even  light  toning.  Sharp  strike   425 

Quarters 

1843-0       F-12  Totally  natural,  just  honest  wear  $33 

1856-S       F-15  Lg  S/Sm  S  var.  Original  in  every  respect.  Mintmark  sharp   120 

1860-0       XF-40  Light  gray  toning  over  problem  free  surfaces   88 

Halves 

1843-0       XF-40  Deep  multihue  toning.  Smooth  surfaces   $57 

1850-0       XF-45  Attractive  rainbow  toning  upon  problem  free  surfaces   105 

1851  XF-45  Needle  sharp  strike  with  light  even  toning   385 

1856-0       XF-40  Original  in  every  way,  sharply  struck  and  attractive   64 

1858-0       AU-50  Lusterous  with  eye  appealing  toning  and  natural  surfaces   135 

1858-S       AU-50  Totally  natural  toning,  surfaces  and  luster   220 

1866-S       XF-40  No  Motto  variety.  Original  with  light  gray  toning    270 

1868-S       XF-45  Lusterous  and  attractively  toned   ^3 

1870-S       XF-45  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  

1872-CC     XF-45  Natural  in  every  respect  with  pleasing  light  toning   285 

1874         XF-40  Original  gunmetal  gray  over  smooth  surfaces    130 

1875-S       AU-50  Strongly  struck  with  excellent  luster,  color,  and  surfaces  135 

All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards  and 
come  with  a  two  week  return  privilege.  I  am  seriously  interested  in 
purchasing  all  Seated  material  (both  common  and  scarce)  that 
possesses  completely  original  surfaces.  Premiums  will  be  paid  for 
problem  free  pieces  that  exhibit  attractive  original  toning.  Please 
let  me  make  an  offer. 

Bob  LSCC#440 
(206)  283-1527  Evenings  until  11:00  p.m. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  AVAILABILITY 
THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION 

by 

James  C.  Gray 


In  November,  1984,  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  catalogued  and  auctioned 
the  Emery-Nichols  Collection  of  United  States  coins.  This  collection  was 
begun  by  S.  Benton  Emery,  a  New  England  banker,  and  worked  on  after  his 
death  in  1914  by  his  son-in-law,  Walter  P.  Nichols,  a  certified  public 
accountant.  The  collection  was  assembled  over  a  period  of  about  seventy 
years  ending  in  1940  with  the  death  of  Walter  Nichols.  Since  then  it  has 
been  stored  in  bank  vaults  in  the  pristine,  uncleaned  condition  in  which  it 
was  maintained  by  the  collectors.  Mr.  Emery  was  ordering  coins  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  1870's  and  was  an  early  reader  and  disciple  of  A.  G. 
Heaton's  "Treatise  on  Mint  Marks,"  which  was  published  in  1892.  By  1900^ 
he  was  ordering  all  silver  coinage  from  the  operating  mints  and  this  tradi- 
tion was  continued  by  Walter  Nichols. 

The  collection  was  almost  complete  in  regular  issue  silver  coins  up  to 
1940,  and  Mr.  Emery  purchased  numerous  coins  from  the  Chapman 
brothers,  Lyman  Lowe  and  other  leading  numismatists  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  The  collection  contained  a  gem  1876-CC  twenty-cent  piece,  a  gem 
1851  original  dollar,  and  other  rarities,  so  one  can  assume  that  the'collec- 
tors  purchased  the  finest  coins  on  the  market  in  an  effort  to  complete  it  A 
study  of  the  presence  and  grade  of  Liberty  Seated  coins  in  this  collection 
gives  valuable  insight  into  the  availability  of  this  series  in  1900  when  prices 
were  not  a  serious  consideration  and  the  supply  was  certainly  larger  than 
today. 
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The  only  regular  issue  Seated  series  complete  in  the  collection  was  half 
dimes.  Among  the  six  early  rarities,  the  best  two  were  the  1846  and  1853-0 
no  arrows,  which  were  both  very  fine,  with  the  others  being  good  or  very 
good.  The  low  mintage  Philadelphia  issues  of  the  1860's  were  represented 
by  a  complete  run  of  proofs,  while  the  scarce  San  Francisco  issues  of  the 
same  era  were  all  well-worn.  The  early  dimes  were  complete,  but  the  scarce 
and  rare  dates  were  all  in  low  grades.  There  was  no  1856-S  or  1861-S  and 
the  other  early  San  Francisco  coins  were  well-circulated.  Once  again,  the 
low  mintage  dates  of  the  1860's  were  represented  by  a  complete  run  of 
proofs.  The  four  rare  Carson  City  dimes  were  not  present  in  any  grade  nor 
was  the  1870-S  or  the  1872-S.  Among  the  early  quarters  there  was  no  1842-0 
small  date  or  1849-0,  while  the  1851-0  and  1842-0  were  both  very  fine.  The 
scarce  series  of  San  Francisco  quarters  from  1855  through  1873  was  com- 
plete but  only  one  coin  was  extremely  fine  or  better,  and  most  were  good  or 
very  good.  The  low  mintage  Philadelphia  coins  of  the  1860's  and  1880's 
were  all  proof,  except  for  two  mint  state  examples.  Among  the  early  Carson 
City  issues,  there  was  a  beautiful,  extremely  fine  1870-CC,  but  the  1871-CC 
was  only  very  good,  the  1872-CC  was  good,  and  there  was  no  1873-CC  In 
any  grade.  The  half  dollar  series  was  missing  the  1840  reverse  of  1838  and 
the  1842-0  small  date,  but  it  is  debatable  as  to  whether  these  were 
recognized  as  collectible  types  in  1900.  There  was  no  1855-S  or  1870-CC 
half  dollar  and  the  other  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  scarcities  were  all 
average  circulated  except  for  a  lovely  about  uncirculated  1874-CC  half 
dollar.  The  rare  1878-S  half  dollar  was  not  represented  so  that  the  three 
keys  to  this  series  were  all  absent.  As  with  the  quarters,  the  Philadelphia 
halves  of  the  1880's  were  represented  almost  exclusively  by  proofs.  The 
star  of  the  dollar  series  was  the  aforementioned  gem  1851  original  dollar, 
and  there  was  also  a  mint  state  1852  original  dollar.  The  Philadelphia  coins 
from  1858  to  the  end  of  the  series  were  totally  proofs.  There  were  two 
1870-CC  dollars,  but  the  three  Carson  City  rarities  were  represented  only  by 
a  very  good  1872-CC.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  catalogue  indicated 
that  many  of  the  dollars  were  cleaned  showing  that  the  urge  to  clean  silver 
dollars  was  almost  irresistible  even  in  the  19th  Century. 

The  most  obvious  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  a  study  of  this  col- 
lection is  that  Heaton's  "Treatise  ..."  came  too  late  for  mint-marked  Seated 
coins.  By  the  time  of  its  publication,  these  coins  had  spent  long  years  In 
circulation  and  were  available,  if  at  all,  only  in  lower  grades.  It  is  also  clear 
that  the  rare  and  scarce  coins  of  today  were  rare  and  scarce  in  1900.  On  the 
other  hand,  from  1858  onward,  proofs  were  placed  directly  in  the  hands  of 
collectors  by  the  mint,  guaranteeing  a  plentiful  supply,  and  these  coins 
were  available  in  1900  as  they  are  today  for  a  price.  A  study  of  the  Emery- 
Nichols  Collection  is  like  taking  a  time  machine  back  to  the  turn  of  the  Cen- 
tury. Even  at  that  time,  a  complete  collection  of  any  Liberty  Seated  series 
was  a  formidable  task  and  worthy  of  the  efforts  of  even  the  most  en- 
thusiastic numismatist.  I  want  to  thank  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  for  the 
valuable  information  contained  in  their  auction  catalogue,  since  without  It 
this  article  would  not  have  been  possible.  Q.  David  Bowers  also  supplied 
the  picture  of  the  1851  original  dollar  that  appears  with  this  article. 
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LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 


HALF  DIMES 

1843  Shattered  Reverse,  Good  $  19 

1844  1844/184,  VF   35 

1845  1845/1843,  Fine   15 

1858       Over  Inverted  1858,  VF   90 

1858-0  Choice  XF-t-  48 

1861        1/0,  Fine   37 

1864       G/VG,  rare   250 

1867  Business  strike,  polished  XF/AU .  565 

1867       Business  strike,  AU   540 

1869       VF/XF,  dark  gray   40 

1872       Doubled  Die,  G/VG   125 

1872        Doubled  Die,  VG   160 

DIMES 

1839-0     Reverse  of  1838-0,  G/VG  $125 

1839-0     Reverse  of  1838-0,  Fine   300 

1839-0     Reverseof  1838-0,  XF   950 

1839-0     Shattered  Rev,  AU   500 

1841  1841/184,  VF   75 

1843        1843/1843,  Choice  XF   125 

1845  1845/1845,  PL  AU-H   450 

1846  VG   88 

1849        1849/1848,  PL  AU+   450 

1872-S      VF   72 

1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Obv.  Type  1 ,  VG . . . .  65 

1876-CC    Doubled  Die  Obv.  Type  2,  F   100 

1876-  CC  Doubled  Die  Obv.  Type  2,  VF  . . . .  225 

1877-  CC    Proof-like,  Choice  BU+   375 

1885-S     Good,  polished  140 

QUARTERS 

1842  Large  Date,  VG  $  80 

1842-0     Small  Date,  G/VG  #2  Rev   325 

1842-0     Small  Date,  Fine  #1  Rev   750 

1849-0     Good   350 

1849-0      VG   575 

1849-0     VF,  some  marks  1150 

1852-  0     Fine   300 

1853       3/4  VF,  cleaned   200 

1853-  0      XF   145 

1854-  0     HugeO,  VG   175 

1854-0     Huge  0,  Choice  VF   375 

1866-S     VG-K   235 

1871-CC    VF  1750 

1871-S     Fine   325 


QUARTERS 

1872-  S     Fine  $425 

1873-  CC    Arr.  VF/XF  2250 

1873-  S      XF/AU   200 

1874-  S     XF+  obv,  AU  rev   225 

1875        AU   95 

1875-  CC    Fine,  Type  1  Rev   125 

1875-  CC    XF/AU,  Type  2  Rev   500 

1877-  S  S  over  horizontal  s.  Choice  XF  . . .  275 

1878-  S     Fine   85 

1880        VF   185 

1 880       Super  frosty  gem  BU  2500 

1882       XF/AU,  cleaned   350 

HALVES 

1839-0      VG  $135 

1841  XF,  cleaned   185 

1842  Small  Date,  VG/F   32 

1842  Small  Date,  F/VF,  cud  over  TAT. .  55 

1843-0      XF/AU   90 

1845       AU,  steel  gray   175 

1845-  0      1845/1845,  VF,  scarce   100 

1846-  0     6/6,  VG,  rim  bump   23 

1846-0     Tall  Date,  scarce   75 

1853-0     Arr  &  Rays,  sharp  XF   290 

1855        5/4,  XF,  scarce  375 

1855-S     G/VG,  no  problems   300 

1855-  S     VG,  no  problems   365 

1856-  S     Choice  VG   47 

1857-  S     Fine,  very  scarce   83 

1858-  0     Extra  18  in  rock,  VG/F   22 

1859-  0     Extra  9  in  denticles,  XF/AU   150 

1860  AU   195 

1861  XF/AU   57 

1871-S     Broken  S  punch,  AU   85 

1871-  CC    AG  but  scarce   45 

1872-  S     F/VF   45 

1873-  CC  No  Arr.  VG/F,  dark  surfaces  ...  75 

1874-  S     XF,  very  scarce   210 

1876-  CC    XF/AU   125 

1877-  CC    AU,  steel  toning   175 

1880  M+   325 

1881  Ch.  BU-63   925 

1884  AU  575 

1885  BU,  possible  Proof  475 

1887       VF,  very  rare   475 

1891        Nice  AG   ig 


LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 
P.O.  BOX  187  •  LIMA,  OHIO  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285  days, 
(419)  229-5609  nights 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED  -  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK 
14  Day  Return  Privilege  Approval  Service  With  References 
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A  FEW  BETTER  DATES 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-  0    VG  $  95 

1838  NiceVF   25 

1839  XF   43 

1840  Orapery,  F   49 

1842-0    VG++   43 

1844-0    Sm.  0,  G-   66 

1844-0    Lg.  0,  VG   95 

1846       G++   145 

1848-  0    F+   32 

1849  F++   15 

1849-  0    F   54 

1850  VF   18 

1850-  0    F+   29 

1851  XF   38 

1853       NA,  F-K   55 

1853  NA,  XF+  +  .  ..  180 
1853-0    NA,  VG   199 

1854  Arr.,XF-   37 

1858-  0    XF-t-   59 

1859       VF-i-   33 

1859-  0    XF   75 

1861  VF+   17 

1862  XF   31 

1863  G   89 

1865-S    Fine   27 

1867       f+   425 

1869-S    VF-   18 

1869       AU-   95 

1871  VF-h   19 

1871-S    AU-   89 

1872  XF   33 

1873-S    AU+   75 

DIMES 

1837  Lg.  Date,  VF.  .  .$  69 

1839  XF/AU   65 

1839-  0    Sm.  0,  VF   35 

1840  Orapery,  F   90 

1842  VF+   16 

1842-  0    F++   24 

1843  VF   22 

1843-  0    Fine   85 

1846       F+   135 

1849-0    Lg.  0,  F   43 

1853       NA.  VG-H   49 

1855  F++   12 


DIMES 

1856-0  A-2,  Ch.  XF+  .  ,$  85 

1859-S  Good-H   45 

1859-  0  BU-60   550 

1860-  S  F   50 

1860  XF   34 

1861-  S  A-1,  XF-h   145 

1862-  S  Fine   54 

1863-  S  VG-i-   25 

1864  VF-   495 

1865  F-H   525 

1866-  S  Fine   28 

1867-  S  Fine-f-   33 

1868  F-i-   23 

1869  VG   17 

1870  VF   21 

1870-S  XF   225 

1871  F-n-   11 

1872  VF   12 

1872-  S  G-   12 

1873  NA,  0p3,  F+  +  .  43 
1873  NA,  CI3,  VF. . . .  23 

1873-  CC  Arr.  F+   995 

1884-S  VF+   29 

1889-S  NiceF   21 

QUARTERS 

1840-0  NO,  VF+  $  55 

1840  Drap,  VG-   27 

1841  VF+   125 

1842  Lg.  Date,  F+  +  .  175 
1842-0  Lg,  Date,  VF  35 

1842-  0  Sm.  Date,  F. .  .  750 

1843  VF   35 

1843-  0  Sm.  0,  VF   75 

1844  XF-   65 

1848  XF+   165 

1849  VF+-H   79 

1850  XF+   135 

1850-0  VF   69 

1852  VF+   95 

1855-0  Arr.,G-   29 

1855-  S  Arr.,  G   32 

1856-  S  VG   40 

1858-0  VF+   49 

1858-  S  G   33 

1859  XF   50 

1859-  S  VF-   210 


QUARTERS 

1861       Nice  XF-  $  39 

1862-S    VG-h   69 

1863       XF/AU   100 

1865-  S    F+   110 

1866  VG   250 

1866-  S    XF-   650 

1867  AU-55-»--H   600 

1868  F-H   179 

1869-S    F-n-   220 

1870       XF   175 

1872-S    F   395 

1883  Scarce,  F   169 

1884  VF+   295 

1890  Scarce,  F+ +  .. .  95 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  Drapery,  F-i-  +  .  .$  55 

1840  Sm.  Letters,  XF-.  85 


1841  XF   245 

1842  Sm.  Date,  VF. .  89 
1842-0  Lg.  Date,  VF. . . .  55 

1844  VF+   47 

1845  VF-   79 

1846-  0  N  Drap,  VF   39 

1847-  0  Toned  XF+  . . . .  95 

1848  Sharp  XF   250 

1849  f++   43 

1850-0  F+   32 

1852-0  f++   125 

1862  Toned  XF-   150 

1865-  S  Nice  VF+-h  . . .  .  55 

1866-  S  N/M,  VG++  85 

1870-  S  VF-t-   65 

1871-  CC  VG   85 

1872  AU-   85 

1872-  CC  G+   59 

1873-  CC  N/A,  VG    125 

1873-  CC  Arr.,  G+   36 

1874-  CC  Arr.,  G   95 

1875-  CC  F-   29 

1891  VF+   110 

DOLLARS 

1842  F  $160 

1846  Nice  VF+  225 
1859-0  Nice  F-   150 


B  &  D  Grading  •  10  Day  Return  •  Bank  Check  &  Money  Orders  Only 

Include  $1.00  for  Postage 

JIM  SNELL  •  LSCC#163 
BOX  3055  •  JERSEY  CITY,  NEW  JERSEY  07303 
Telephone  (201)  896-2872 
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A  STUDY  ON  THE  EDGE  REEDING 
OF  LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 

by 

David  W.  Lange 

In  assembling  my  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  one  of  my 
principle  pleasures  was  studying  each  new  acquisition.  One  of  my  more 
striking  observations  was  that  the  edge  reeding  of  these  coins  varied  con- 
siderably in  both  the  number  of  reeds  and  their  contours.  From  this  activity 
emerged  the  idea  of  tabulating  such  information  and  preparing  it  for  print. 

Studies  of  the  edge  reeding  for  Liberty  Seated  coins  were  not  unknown. 
The  late  Kam  Ahwash  wrote  for  both  Coin  World  and  The  Gobrecht  Journal 
on  the  subject  of  comparing  the  reeding  on  Carson  City  dimes  to  that  of 
Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  mint  pieces.  John  McCloskey  had  already 
done  comprehensive  studies  of  the  reeding  on  Seated  half  dimes  and 
quarters.  Yet,  no  one  had  published  such  a  study  on  the  half  dollar  series. 
In  correspondence  with  John,  I  discovered  that  he  had  been  keeping  such 
data  for  awhile,  but  his  other  activities  had  precluded  his  preparing  the 
data  for  publication. 

I  had  been  compiling  data  regarding  the  edge  reeding  of  half  dollars  for 
about  two  years  when  I  made  arrangements  with  John  to  compare  our 
notes  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  San  Diego.  We  discovered  that  our  data 
was  not  entirely  in  agreement.  Upon  returning  home,  I  set  about  rechecking 
each  half  dollar  in  my  collection.  With  one  notable  exception,  the  results  of 
my  second  study  corroborated  those  of  the  first.  Whereas  previously  I  had 
determined  that  there  were  eight  distinct  reeding  gauges,  I  now  was  able  to 
eliminate  one  for  a  total  of  seven.  In  eliminating  one  gauge,  I  concluded 
that  my  error  had  been  in  not  compensating  for  the  fact  that  New  Orleans 
mint  halves  of  the  early  1840's  are  somewhat  smaller  in  diameter. 

The  number  of  reeds  on  the  edge  of  a  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  varies 
according  to  date  and  mint  from  a  low  of  138  reeds  to  a  maximum  of  156. 
Following  a  practice  established  by  John  McCloskey  in  his  studies  of  half 
dimes  and  quarter  dollars,  I  have  labeled  these  figures  as  gauges.  The 
coarsest  gauge  with  138  reeds  is  called  Gauge  1.  All  subsequent  gauges 
are  arranged  by  increasing  number  of  reeds  up  to  the  finest  gauge  of  156 
reeds.  These  are  called  Gauges  2  through  7,  respectively.  A  complete  tabula- 
tion of  dates  which  exist  for  each  particular  gauge  may  be  found  in  Figure 
1.  Dates  which  are  absent  from  this  table  were  unavailable  for  study. 
However,  enough  of  the  series  is  included  so  that  definite  patterns  emerge. 

Among  the  observations  that  may  be  made  is  the  fact  that  certain 
gauges  are  characteristic  of  particular  mints.  In  general,  San  Francisco 
mint  halves  are  most  often  found  with  coarse  reeding,  the  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans  pieces  with  medium  reeding,  and  the  issues  from  the  Carson 
City  mint  with  finer  reeding.  The  gauges  least  often  found  are  numbers  1 
and  5,  each  having  but  three  date/mintmark  combinations  to  represent 
them.  The  most  common  gauge  is  Gauge  4,  thirty-six  different  examples 
being  noted. 
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One  interesting  observation  is  that  four  of  tlie  seven  gauges  are  divisible 
by  3.  Whether  this  bore  any  mathematical  signifigance  to  the  machinist 
cutting  the  collar  is  not  known. 

Along  with  variations  in  the  number  of  reeds  on  a  coin's  edge,  other 
distinctions  may  be  made  on  the  reeding  for  half  dollars  from  the  different 
mints.  For  example,  the  reeding  on  Philadelphia  halves  is  generally  narrow 
and  deep  when  compared  to  that  of  pieces  struck  in  San  Francisco.  The 
reeding  for  San  Francisco  coins  of  the  1860's  and  early  1870's  Is 
characteristically  shallow  and  indistinct.  Studying  the  edges  of  halves 
struck  in  Carson  City  and  New  Orleans  will  acquaint  one  with  the  features 
peculiar  to  these  mints.  Such  variations  in  the  nature  of  the  reeding  from 
one  mint  to  another  suggests  that  the  collar  dies  used  by  each  branch  were 
probably  manufactured  at  the  site  rather  than  being  shipped  from  the  main 
mint  in  Philadelphia.  This  is  consistent  with  what  is  known  about  the  ship- 
ment of  dies  from  Philadelphia  to  the  branch  mints.  Documentation  exists 
for  the  shipment  of  obverse  and  reverse  dies,  yet  the  author  is  not  aware  of 
such  deliveries  being  made  of  collars. 

While  it  is  true  that  definite  patterns  emerge  from  the  tabulation  of 
reeding  data  in  Figure  1,  there  are  some  inconsistencies  which  must  be  ad- 
dressed. Among  these  is  the  fact  that  half  dollars  dated  1857-S  exist  in 
both  Gauge  1  and  Gauge  2.  Another  example  of  this  phenomenon  is  the 
1877-CC  half  dollar  known  in  both  Gauge  3  with  143  reeds  and  Gauge  4  with 
145  reeds.  Such  observations  at  first  aroused  some  doubt  as  to  the  validity 
of  the  data,  but  a  comparison  of  both  specimens,  one  atop  the  other, 
verified  the  existence  of  two  gauges  for  this  date/mintmark  combination. 
The  most  dramatic  instance  of  this  variation  within  a  given  date/mintmark 
combination  may  be  found  in  the  1876  half  dollar.  These  coins  are  of  both 
Gauge  4  with  145  reeds  and  Gauge  7  with  156  reeds.  Notable  also  is  the  fact 
that  logical  sequences  of  dates  within  a  given  gauge  may  be  broken  by  just 
one  or  two  dates.  As  an  example,  the  Philadelphia  mint  halves  of  1868 
through  1873  are  primarily  of  Gauge  4,  yet  single  examples  dated  1869  and 
1870  falling  into  another  gauge  have  been  found. 

Despite  such  inconsistencies,  enough  regularity  is  established  through 
studying  the  table  in  Figure  1  to  provide  collectors  with  some  valuable 
guidelines.  As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  studies  of  edge  reeding  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  series  of  coins,  the  real  value  of  such  data  is  in  deter- 
mining counterfeit  and  altered  coins.  The  rewards  of  applying  a  spurious  S 
mintmark  to  the  relatively  common  1855  half  dollar  are  obvious  when  one 
considers  the  price  differential.  Provided  that  one  worked  skillfully  and 
added  a  mintmark  of  the  proper  size  and  style,  such  a  deception  could  be 
very  convincing.  However,  a  knowledge  of  the  correct  reeding  gauge  for  the 
1855-S  half  dollar  would  expose  such  a  forgery.  The  San  Francisco  issue 
for  this  date  possesses  140  reeds  as  compared  to  the  Philadelphia  half 
with  145  reeds.  This  difference  is  observable  without  magnification  by 
merely  placing  the  suspect  coin  atop  one  of  a  known  gauge  and  visually 
comparing  the  two. 
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How  does  one  determine  the  number  of  reeds  on  the  edge  of  a  coin?  This 
was  one  of  the  questions  that  I  had  determined  I  would  ask  John  when  I 
spoke  to  him  in  San  Diego.  This  task  was  a  very  tedious  one  for  me,  as  it 
demanded  that  I  rotate  each  coin  between  thumb  and  forefinger  while 
squinting  to  count  the  reeds.  Do  this  for  just  a  few  minutes,  and  the  reader 
will  quickly  realize  how  difficult  it  is  to  keep  from  losing  one's  place  when 
shifting  the  coin  in  one's  fingers.  John  was  not  able  to  offer  much  more 
than  sympathy,  as  he  had  been  using  this  same  maneuver  himself. 
However,  he  did  recommend  that  I  make  note  of  any  nicks  or  marks  on  the 
coin's  edge.  These  provide  a  distinctive  stopping  point  when  rotating  the 
coin.  With  this  idea  in  mind,  I  took  it  one  step  further  and  began  marking  my 
place  by  painting  the  last  reed  that  I  counted  with  typewriter  correcting 
fluid  before  repositioning  my  fingers.  This  gave  me  a  clear  stopping  point 
from  which  to  resume  counting,  while  the  white  fluid  was  easily  rubbed  off 
without  damaging  the  coin. 

Further  experiments  with  the  counting  of  reeds  led  to  my  developing  a 
simple  tool  to  make  the  task  easier.  Beginning  with  a  pair  of  plastic 
tweezers  of  the  type  used  to  dip  coins,  I  punched  a  small  depression  with 
an  ice  pick  on  each  of  the  two  opposing  surfaces.  Scavenging  a  wheelset 
from  an  HO  Scale  model  railroad  freight  car,  I  removed  the  axle  so  that  I 
was  left  with  only  the  wheels.  These  I  placed  within  the  tweezers  such  that 
the  flat  faces  of  the  wheels  faced  one  another,  while  the  conical  hubs  of 
the  wheels  fit  into  the  depressions  that  I  made  in  the  arms  of  the  tweezers. 
Spreading  apart  the  arms  of  the  tweezers,  I  was  able  to  fit  a  coin  between 
the  faces  of  the  wheels  where  it  wasHield  fast.  Now  I  had  a  tool  with  which  I 
could  hold  the  coin  steady  in  a  single  plane  while  rotating  it  to  count  the 
reeds.  Once  I  had  determined  how  many  gauges  existed  for  the  half  dollar 
series,  I  had  simply  to  compare  new  acquisitions  against  those  of  a  known 
gauge.  Persons  wishing  to  recreate  this  study  with  coins  of  their  own  may 
wish  to  use  this  method  or  devise  one  of  their  own.  In  either  case,  such  ex- 
perimentation will  likely  reveal  additions  to  the  existing  table  of  edge 
reeding  data. 


Figure  1 


REEDING  GAUGES  FOR  LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 


GAUGE  1 
138  Reeds 


GUAGE2       GUAGE3  GUAGE 4  GUAGE 5         GUAGE 6 

140  Reeds      143  Reeds  145  Reeds  150  Reeds        153  Reed< 


GUAGE  7 
156  Reeds 


1857-  S 

1858-  S 

1859-  8 


1875 
1876 
1877 
1882 
1891 


1844-0  1861     1877-CC  1875 
1845     1863    1877-S  1875-CC 


1845-  0  1868 
1846  1869 

1846-  0  1870 
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THE  1845  SEATED  DOLLAR 
by 

David  H.  Cohen 


Included  with  this  article  are  two  photographs  of  1845  Seated  Dollars. 
The  first  picture  was  taken  from  a  coin  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution's  col- 
lection of  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  You  will  note  that  there  is  a  clear  recutting 
of  the  8  and  the  4  in  the  date.  The  second  photograph  is  a  blow  up  of  a  cir- 
culated Seated  dollar  which  was  kindly  provided  to  me  by  a  friend.  If  you 
look  carefully  you  will  note  that  the  two  coins  have  very  similar  date 
placements  but  the  two  pieces  are  from  different  dies.  On  the  circulated 
business  strike,  the  point  of  the  shield  is  positioned  over  the  left  edge  of 
the  upright  of  the  1  and  the  upright  of  the  4  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  For 
the  recut  date  specimen  from  the  Smithsonian  collection  the  point  of  the 
shield  is  over  the  serif  of  the  1  and  the  upright  of  the  4  is  to  the  right  of  the 
center  of  the  denticle  below  it. 


Walter  Breen,  in  his  excellent  reference  book  entitled,  The  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  calls  the  first  coin  a  proof  and 
my  observations  concerning  this  coin  would  clearly  lead  to  a  conclusion 
that  it  was  struck  as  a  proof.  However  the  second  coin  in  my  photographs 
clearly  is  not  and  never  was  a  proof.  I  have  looked  at  other  1845  Seated 
dollars  and  have  not  found  any  varieties  other  than  those  reported  here.  I 
suspect  that  only  one  die  was  used  for  the  proofs  and  only  one  die  was  us- 
ed for  the  business  strikes.  I  also  suspect  that  the  evidence  of  recutting  on 
the  proof  die  may  have  disappeared  through  use  of  this  die.  I  would  be  in- 
terested to  know  if  any  other  members  of  LSCC  have  found  other  die 
varieties  for  the  1845  Seated  dollar. 


1845  Dollar,  Circulated  Business  Strike. 
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THREE  BLUNDERED  DIE  1858  HALVES 

by 

Harry  E.  Smith 

Liberty  Seated  coins  of  1858  provide  many  interesting  examples  of 
blundered  dies,  especially  in  the  half  dime  and  half  dollar  series.  Described 
below  are  three  unreported  varieties  of  blundered  dies  for  the  1858  half 
dollars. 

1858  This  is  the  first  Philadelphia  half  for  this  date  reported  with  a 
blundered  die.  This  variety  has  an  8  punched  into  the  rock  above  and  to  the 
right  of  the  second  8  in  the  date.  The  bottom  loop  of  the  extra  8  can  be  seen 
In  the  field  just  below  the  rock.  The  reverse  of  this  variety  is  from  the  old 
Type  I  hub. 


1858  Half  Dollar  with  Extra  8  Punched  into  Rock. 


1858-0  This  is  the  seventh  reported  New  Orleans  variety  for  this  year  with 
blundered  dies.  This  variety  has  an  8  punched  into  the  rock  with  just  the 
bottom  right  horn  of  the  8  extending  down  from  the  rock.  This  extra  8  punch 
extends  into  the  field  just  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  second  8  in  the  date. 
The  reverse  of  this  variety  has  strong  clash  marks  running  diagonally 
through  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield  and  other  clash  marks  in  the  field 
between  the  right  leg  and  the  right  wing.  The  mintmark  of  this  variety  is 
high  in  the  field,  centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the 
stem  and  over  the  right  side  of  the  letter  F. 
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1858-0  Half  Dollar  with  Extra  8  Punched  into  Rock. 


1858-S  Bill  Bugert  reported  a  variety  of  this  date  with  an  8  punched  Into 
the  rock  In  Issue  #28  of  the  journal  but  no  picture  was  shown.  My  coin  has 
an  8  punched  Into  the  rock,  the  lower  loop  of  which  shows  In  the  lowest 
horizontal  crease  of  the  rock.  The  extra  punch  Is  above  and  slightly  to  the 
left  of  the  second  8  in  the  date. 

This  particular  coin  is  also  interesting  because  of  a  chopmark  on  the 
eagle's  left  leg  on  the  reverse.  There  Is  a  corresponding  raised  flat  spot  on 
the  obverse  that  shows  this  coin  circulated  for  many  years  after  being 
chopped. 

Chopmarked  minor  coinage  is  seldom  seen,  this  being  the  third  such 
half  dollar  reported  In  the  journal.  The  two  previously  reported  halves  with 
chop  marks  were  also  San  Francisco  mint  issues. 

The  pictures  of  the  1858  half  dollars  were  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at 
Paramount  Rare  Coin  Company  In  Engiewood,  Ohio. 


Chopmark  on  the  Reverse  of  1858-S  Half  Dollar. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839  No  Drapery,  AU   $110 

1840  With  Drapery,  G   18 

1840-0     With  Drapery,  VF   95 

1848       IVIedium  Date,  VF   18 

1848  Large  Date,  Ch.  XF   125 

1849  9/8,  XF/AU   130 

1851-0     VF    28 

1864-  S     AU   295 

DIMES 

1837       No  Stars,  Good  $  20 

1840-  0     No  Drapery,  VF   32 

1841-  0     Choice  AU+   178 

1843-0     NiceVF  215 

1859-  0     VF/F    18 

1873       With  Arrows,  F   15 

1873-  S     With  Arrows,  VF   52 

1874-  S     With  Arrows,  Choice  XF   165 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875       Choice  AU-H  $385 

1875-  S     ANACS  XF-40/40   135 

QUARTERS 

1842-  0     Large  Date,  Choice  AU  $275 

1844        l\«S-63-H  Toned   825 

1847        XF-40   65 

1850-0     VF   85 

1851        VF   105 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  VG   12 

1854  With  Arrows,  VF   21 

1857-S     Choice  XF   405 

1860-  0     iWS-60+    660 

1864       Choice  VF   142 

1865-  S     XF   395 

1869       Ex-Proof,  Choice  AU-h   495 

1874-S     With  Arrows,  Fine   35 

1878-CC    Fine   48 

1879       Choice  AU   315 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840       Small  Letters,  AU  $125 

1843       Choice  AU   110 

1855-0     With  Arrows,  VG   22 

1855-0     With  Arrows,  AU   210 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1855-  0     With  Arrows,  AU,  Toned   $215 

1856-  0     Darltened  AU   105 

1858  Choice  XF   52 

1858-  0     Choice  AU   105 

1859  Choice  AU   110 

1859-  0     Nice  AU   105 

1863-S     VF   32 

1865-  S     VF   32 

1866-  S     Fine,  with  Motto   26 

1866-  S     XF,  with  Motto   46 

1867-  S     XF   46 

1867-S     Choice  XF   48 

1871-S     Toned  Choice  AU   105 

1873-CC    No  Arrows,  Good   90 

1874       With  Arrows,  Toned  XF   155 

1876       Brown  Toning,  Choice  AU   100 

1876-S     Toned,  Choice  AU   100 

1878       Choice  AU,  Toned   110 

1889       Toned  Choice  AU   560 


DOLLARS 


-0 
-0 


1840 
1844 
1846- 
1846- 
1847 
1849 
1850-0 
1857 
1863 
1871 
1872-S 
1872-S 


VF  .  . 
VF  . . 
XF  . 
AU  . 
Nice 
VF  . . 


AU. 


 $275 

  325 

  480 

 1350 

  530 

  295 

Toned  Choice  AU  1445 

Polished  AU,  ANACS   545 

AU   890 

XF   230 

VF  510 

XF  645 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873  VF  $125 

1874  VF   140 

1874-  S  AU  225 

1875-  CC  Toned,  Choice  AU   395 

1876-  CC  Brilliant  AU   455 

1877  Dark  AU   235 

1877-  S  AU   235 

1877-  S  Choice  XF   135 

1878-  S  Choice  AU,  Toned  . .  . .  245 
1878-S  MS-60    425 


1.  10  Day  Return  Privilege  with  Coin  in  Original  Holder, 
for  any  reason. 

2.  All  Orders  Postage  Free. 

3.  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

4.  Member  ANA,  FUN,  MSNS  and  CSNS 

FRANK  LEISTER  RARE  COINS  •  LSCC#746 
P.O.  Box  252  •  Vero  Beach,  Florida  32961 

(305)  562-1066  or  (305)  562-3977     7  Days  &  Evenings  (9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.) 
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BETTER  DATES  #5 


Fast  service,  accurate  grading  and  low  prices  are  my  trademark.  I 
will  consider  any  cash  or  trade  offers  of  Seated  coins  for  pieces 
listed  in  this  ad.  Want  lists  solicited  as  my  stock  changes  rapidly 
between  ads.  Lay  away  plans  available.  Approval  service  with 
references. 


DIMES 

1861        F-VF,  Obv.  of  1860  $  28 

1870-S     F-VF,  original   80 

1873       NA,  F-VF,  Open  3   29 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECE 

1875-CC   VF-XF,  hairlines  in  field  $100 

QUARTERS 

1840  CfioiceVF  $107 

1840-0     Drapery,  VF,  original   60 

1841  VG+,  original   60 

1841        VF,  original   95 

1842-0     Large  Date,  VF   39 

1853        3/4,  XF-AU   295 

1853-0  Good,  recut  date  &  stars  7 

1853-0     XF,  original   99 

1857-S     Gofld+,  scratcties   22 

1861-S     Good,  original   22 

1865-S     Fine   86 

1869-S     Fine,  mark  on  Itnee   90 

1875-CC    Choice  XF,  original   325 

1877-S     S  over  horizontal  s,  AU   275 

1890       Fine,  edge  mark   62 

1891-0     Choice  XF   475 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1840  F-VF,  small  letters  $  38 

1840-0     Choice  VF,  Medium  0   52 

1841  F-VF   95 

1845       VG,  original   32 

1847-0     VF   36 

1860        AG   7 

1863-S     XF-AU,  sharp   55 

1866  VF   45 

1867  XF-AU,  hairlines  infield   75 

1868  XF,  weak  strike   140 

1868-S     Choice  VF+   42 

1873        NA,  VF,  Closed  3   35 

1876       Choice  VF,  original   35 

1878-CC   AG,  scratches  in  field   105 

1885       F-VF,  reverse  marks   140 

1889       VG   140 

DOLLARS 

1859-  0     XF  $210 

1860-  0     XF   210 


WANTED:  Will  pay  Red  Book  prices  for  the  following  problem  free 
Seated  quarters  in  conditions  G-AU:  1871,  1872,  1875-S.  AG  and 
damaged  pieces  considered. 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading 

Certified  Funds  Receive  Same  Day  Service,  Postpaid 

Personal  Checks  Must  Clear,  Add  $1.00  Postage 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  If  In  Original,  Unopened  Holder 

HARRY  E.  SMITH  •  LSCC#566 
P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 

Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 
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HISTORICAL  MUSINGS 

by 

Mel  Hatfield 

One  of  the  treats  of  life  is  being  able  to  look  back  on  good  times  and 
reliving  them  in  our  memory.  We  enjoy  pleasurable  experiences  over  and 
over  again  because  of  our  inherent  ability  as  humans  to  recall  in  detail 
those  things  which  create  the  sum  total  of  what  we  are. 

So  much  for  philosophy!  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  not  intended  to 
give  a  chronological  listing  of  dates  and  places  relating  to  the  history  of 
LSCC.  What  I'd  like  to  do  here  is  merely  tell  you  of  some  interesting  hap- 
penings in  the  early  years  of  our  organization,  which  I  hope  you  find  in- 
teresting. 

I  remember  first  learning  of  the  scarcity  of  Liberty  Seated  coins  from  Bill 
Grayson.  Shortly  after  beginning  my  Seated  quarter  collection,  I  experi- 
enced the  fun  of  locating  true  rarities  on  dealer's  tables  priced  at  close  to 
common  type  prices.  This  was  in  the  early  1970's,  before  LSCC.  I  met  John 
McCloskey  and  Kam  Ahwash  in  those  early  years.  What  good  times  we'd 
have  meeting  at  coin  shows  and  'talking  Seated'.  Bill  and  Kam  were  friends 
and  competitors  at  the  same  time.  They  both  shared  the  dream  of  starting  a 
nationwide  club  for  those  who  collected  Liberty  Seated  coins.  I  remember 
much  anticipation  on  my  part  at  the  thought  of  a  club  for  us  'odd  balls'  who 
collected  a  series  no  one  else  knew  (or  cared)  about  except  maybe  for  a  few 
type  collectors. 

Going  to  the  coin  shows  at  that  time,  a  dealer  might  stop  you  to  ask, 
"What  do  you  collect?"  When  you  replied,  "Seated  by  date,  mint  and  varie- 
ty", you'd  invariably  see  his  chin  drop.  He'd  most  likely  mumble  something 
incoherent  to  himself  and  shuffle  off  to  some  other  customer  who  had 
sense  enough  to  collect  something  acceptable,  such  as  Lincoln  pennies  or 
maybe  silver  Art  Bars. 

One  of  my  first  encounters  with  John  McCloskey  was  at  a  show  in  Mun- 
cie,  Indiana.  Bill  Grayson  offered  a  nice  VG  1842-0,  Small  Date  Quarter  to 
John  for  $35,  which  he  promptly  bought.  I  had  turned  down  the  coin  at  that 
price  and  John  couldn't  understand  why.  Come  to  think  of  it  now,  I  don't 
know  why  either!  This  was  one  of  my  'crying  towel'  errors  which  I  made 
over  the  years.  They  say,  you  learn  from  your  mistakes  so  I  guess  I  should 
be  close  to  a  genius  by  now. 

Ads  were  run  in  Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News  in  late  1973  and  1974 
announcing  the  formation  of  a  Seated  club.  These  ads  invited  collectors 
and  dealers  to  send  their  names,  addresses  and  $1.00  to  join  LSCC,  with 
the  promise  to  publish  a  listing  later  of  those  with  similar  interests.  The 
first  listing  contained  almost  80  names,  and  we  were  'off  and  running'  with 
the  new  club. 

In  August  of  1974  the  first  formal  meeting  of  LSCC  took  place  in  Bal  Har- 
bour, Florida  at  the  Hotel  Americana.  I  was  unable  to  attend  this  gathering 
Kam  Ahwash  and  Maurice  Rosen  were  elected  our  first  officers  and  it  was 
decided  to  publish  a  magazine  called  "The  Gobrecht  Journal"  The  first 
issue  was  printed  and  bound  by  Seated  Half  collector,  James  Pryor,  setting 
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the  high  standard  of  quality  which  has  endured  since. 

About  a  year  after  this,  I  became  employed  full  time  in  the  coin  business 
and  was  privileged  to  travel  across  the  country  and  meet  many  Seated 
specialists.  These  collectors  came  from  all  walks  of  life  and  I  quickly  learn- 
ed, there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  'typical'  Seated  collector. 

I  remember  one  collector  who  hoarded  1846  dimes,  and  had  several  in 
various  grades.  Another  individual  hoarded  non-proof  halves  minted  in  the 
period  1879-1889.  Still  another  bought  only  1842-0  Small  Date,  1855-S  and 
1870-CC  halves.  All  these  coins  were  very  hard  to  come  by  so  patience  was 
a  virtue,  as  was  a  healthy  billfold. 

I  remember  what  I'll  call  'dealer  promoted  coins'  in  those  years.  One 
dealer  in  Seated  material  promoted  the  1843-0  dime  by  offering  to  pur- 
chase it  at  much  higher  than  the  then  current  'Red  Book'  price.  Later,  the 
same  dealer  offered  to  buy  the  1845-0  dime  at  higher  prices  than  listed. 
Still  later  he  promoted  the  1852-0  quarter  as  a  rare  piece,  until  he  ac- 
cumulated 23  pieces.  He  sold  these  coins  to  a  friend  of  mine,  who  I  believe 
still  has  them  all  intact.  I  also  learned  of  a  dealer  in  Georgia  who  had  half  a 
roll  of  the  1852-0  quarters  and  another  gentleman  in  Chicago  who  had  been 
buying  this  date/mint  quarter  for  several  years. 

One  gentleman  in  California  contacted  us,  wanting  to  acquire  as  many 
1872-S  dollars  as  we  could  supply  in  the  Good  to  Very  Fine  category.  After 
sending  him  almost  a  roll  over  a  period  of  just  10  months  from  dealer's 
stock  at  shows,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  9,000  mintage  figure  for 
this  date  must  be  in  gross  error.  Evidently,  our  customer  did  too,  since  he 
stopped  buying  them. 

There  were  what  I'll  call  'fastidious  collectors'  who  wanted  a  coin  to  be 
just  so  before  they'd  add  it  to  their  set.  I  remember  a  collector  of  Seated 
dimes  who  wanted  higher  grade  black  dimes.  That's  right,  black!  You  see, 
he  didn't  want  coins  that  had  been  cleaned.  I  must  say,  he  put  only  attrac- 
tive black  dimes  in  his  set  and  I  would  imagine  it  must  have  looked  nice.  A 
friend  of  mine  put  together  a  beautiful  set  of  half  dimes,  all  in  VF  and  all 
original  uncleaned  pieces.  What  a  knock-out  set  that  was! 

I  recall  a  hoard  of  U.S.  coins  which  came  out  of  Hong  Kong  and  had  been 
stored  in  a  bank  there  since  the  time  of  the  Communist  takeover  of  the 
mainland.  I  saw  boxes  of  S-mint  Seated  halves  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
scarce  and  rare  Seated  quarters  from  this  hoard.  The  grades  of  most  of 
these  were  Good  to  Extra  Fine.  The  dispersal  of  these  took  several  months 
to  accomplish. 

Of  course  our  minds  hold  some  sad  remembrances,  as  well.  I  recall  the 
fun  times  with  Britt  Simons,  an  early  Seated  dealer,  who  died  too  soon. 
When  Kam  Ahwash  got  sick  many  of  us  suffered  with  him,  until  his  untime- 
ly death.  But,  in  all  of  this,  the  good  times  live  on  in  our  memory  forever. 

Kam  was  of  Lebanese  extraction,  from  West  Virginia.  I  was  fond  of  in- 
troducing people  to  him  as  being  my  good  and  only  Hill-Biily  Arabian 
friend.  He'd  laugh  and  throw  a  good  natured  insult  my  way. 

I  guess  these  stories  could  go  on  forever.  Thinking  of  one  story  reminds 
you  of  two  or  three  others.  I  think  what  it  all  comes  down  to  is,  some  of  the 
greatest  friendships  and  fellowship  I've  had  in  my  life,  and  fondest 
memories,  come  from  encounters  with  those  good  people  in  LSCC. 
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MCI 


All  Coins  as  stated 
ONE  of  a  Kind 


HALF  DIMES 


1838  VF-20/30  No  Drapery  . .  .$  23 
1871       VF-20/30    16 


TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-S    XF-40/45  . . . 


$160 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 

1850-0    F-12  $55 

1854      W/Arr.  VF-25/25    25 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1859      XF  original   $150 

1879      VG-10   180 

GOBRECHT  DOLLARS 

1836      XF-40/40   $3500 

SEATED  DOLLARS 


1840 
1840 
1844 
1844 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1846 
1849 
1849 
1850 

Terms 


AU-50  baggie  $380 

F-1 5  baggie    165 

VF-20/25    230 

XF-40/45    440 

VG  plugged   80 

VG-8   175 

XF-40/40    410 

XF-40/40    240 

VF-25/30    290 

AU-50/50  original   400 

XF-40/40  ANACS  1100 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1850-0    AG-3  $100 

1850-0    F15/VF20    375 

1850-0    XF-40/45    900 

1853  XF-40/40    375 

1854  VF30/XF40  1275 

1855  XF-40/45  original  1200 

1855      XF-40/45   1100 

1857      VG10/F15   225 

1859-  S    XF-40/40    475 

1860      VF-8/10   225 

1860      VF35/XF45   480 

1860-  0    XF-40/45    290 

1860-0    AU-55-1-   400 

1862      VG  plugged   90 

1862      AG-3   220 

1862  AU-50/55    875 

1863  VF-20/30    325 

1863      AU-58    900 

1866      XF40/AU50    325 

1868  VF-30/XF40    300 

1869  AU-50/55    420 

1870-  CC  F15/XF40,  marks   220 

1871-  CC  VG8/F15  1150 

1871-  CC  F15/VF25   2250 

1872-  S    F15/VF25   450 

1872-CC  F15/VF20    975 

1872-  CC  VF30/30,  light  initials ...  1175 
1873       F15/VF30   210 

1873-  CC  VF30/XF40  4000 


All  coins  shipped  as  soon  as  possible. 

Full  10  day  return  privilege. 

Hours:  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Thank  you  for  your  previous  orders. 

MILL  COIN  INVESTMENTS 

P.O.  BOX  847 
HASTINGS,  FLORIDA  32045 
Telephone  (904)  692-1846 
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THREE  OFF  CENTER  SEATED  DIMES 


Pictures  of  three  off  center  Seated  dimes  sent  in  by  Harry  Smith  are 
presented  to  show  examples  of  the  errors  that  exist  in  the  dime  series. 
Each  piece  is  well  struck  in  spite  of  a  malfunction  in  the  minting  equipment 
when  each  piece  was  struck.  Some  information  on  the  three  pieces  is  given 
below. 

Off  center  errors  in  all  the  Seated  series  are  very  rare  and  not  often  en- 
countered. Club  members  who  own  any  of  these  pieces  are  encouraged  to 
report  them  in  the  journal.  Only  through  the  collective  efforts  of  all  club 
members  can  we  ever  hope  to  obtain  a  good  idea  of  what  errors  exist.  Each 
of  these  pieces  is  distinctive  in  itself  as  each  piece  is  struck  off  center  in  a 
different  direction  or  to  a  different  degree. 


1855  —  Struck  off  center  toward  9  o'clock  with  only  part  of  the  stars  on 
the  left  visible.  Strong  strike  with  full  detail  on  the  hair  and  the  obverse 
stars  on  the  right.  The  date  is  high  and  close  to  the  rock  with  both  arrows 
actually  touching  the  base  of  the  rock.  A  die  crack  begins  at  the  lower  tip  of 
the  left  arrow  and  runs  to  the  left  base  of  the  1  in  the  date.  This  crack  then 
continues  on  to  connect  the  base  of  all  four  digits  in  the  date.  The  reverse 
is  very  well  struck  with  only  about  half  of  the  letters  in  UNITED  visible 
along  the  edge  of  the  planchet. 
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1875-S  —  Struck  off  center  toward  12  o'clock  with  only  the  top  of  the  sec- 
ond S  in  STATES  running  off  the  planchet.  The  date  on  this  piece  is 
centered  in  the  space  between  the  rock  and  the  denticles  with  the  pendant 
falling  over  the  space  between  the  8  and  7  in  the  date.  The  reverse  has  a 
small  S  mintmark  above  the  bow  and  a  die  crack  along  the  outside  part  of 
the  wreath  at  9  o'clock.  The  die  crack  matches  that  given  for  the  A-1  variety 
of  this  date  as  described  in  the  Ahwash  book  on  Seated  dime  varieties. 


1886  -  Struct  off  center  toward  9  o'clock  with  only  the  bottom  of  the  let- 
ters TES  showing  on  the  left.  The  date  is  centered  in  the  space  between  the 
denticles  and  the  base  of  the  rock.  On  the  reverse  the  leaves  on  the  left  of 
the  wreath  run  off  the  edge  of  the  planchet. 

The  pictures  of  the  three  off  center  dimes  were  taken  by  Marilyn  Tiernan 
at  Coin  World. 


The  Editor 


33 


THE  1842  TRIPLE  DATE  HALF  DOLLAR 

by 

Bill  FIvaz 


In  Randall  Wiley's  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  survey  of  a  few  years  ago, 
two  repunched  1842  Large  Date  varieties  were  listed.  One,  the  doubled 
date,  had  seven  specimens  reported;  one  in  G-VG,  one  in  F-VF  and  5  in  XF- 
AU.  The  other,  the  triple  date,  had  none  reported. 

I  don't  know  if  the  specinnen  illustrated  here  is  the  "triple  date"  that  Ran- 
dy referred  to,  but  it  shows  strong  doubling  under  the  8  and  2,  and  a  triple 
punched  4  at  the  base.  There  is  also  a  rather  heavy  die  crack  leading  from 
the  denticles  to  the  right  of  the  date  that  extends  through  the  lower  por- 
tions of  the  2,  4  and  8  and  exits  at  the  left  outside  center  of  the  8's  upper 
loop.  It  extends  to  the  northwest,  through  the  top  of  the  1,  up  through  the 
base  of  the  rock  under  the  tip  of  the  scroll  and  runs  into  the  field  just  above 
the  tip  of  the  rock.  Another  break  starts  at  the  rim  midway  between  star  #1 
and  the  base  of  the  rock  and  travels  to  the  southeast  down  to  the  tip  of  the 
rock. 

Still  on  the  obverse,  another  heavier  crack  starts  on  the  rim  between 
stars  #2  and  #3,  traverses  downward  through  the  lower  left  tip  of  star  #2, 
touches  the  very  tips  of  the  upper  two  right  points  of  star  #1,  and  ends  at 
the  tip  of  the  rock  on  which  Miss  Liberty  is  seated. 

A  final  obverse  crack  extends  from  the  denticles  directly  above  Liberty's 
cap,  runs  down  through  star  #8,  through  the  top  of  Liberty's  head  and  the 
lower  part  of  star  #7  to  the  upper  right  of  star  #6. 

There  is  full  drapery  and  Liberty's  foot  is  supported. 
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REVERSE:  Some  spectacular  die  breaks  are  in  evidence  on  the  reverse 
of  this  coin,  some  of  the  heaviest  seen  by  the  author  on  any  variety  of  this 
denomination. 

The  most  obvious  break  occurs  at  the  rim  between  the  O  and  L  of  DOL.  It 
follows  to  the  left  along  the  bases  of  all  the  letters  of  HALF  DOL.,  with 
another  crack  branching  out  to  the  northwest  from  the  base  of  the  L  in 
HALF.  This  crack  goes  upward  through  the  stem  of  the  lowest  berry, 
through  the  leaves  on  the  branch  and  through  the  center  of  the  left  wing  up 
to  the  base  of  the  first  T  in  STATES.  A  short  crack  also  leads  from  the  den- 
ticles up  to  the  left  upright  of  the  H  in  HALF. 

Another  heavy  die  crack  starts  on  the  rim  above  the  left  upright  of  the  N 
in  UNITED,  runs  down  to  the  N,  across  the  tops  of  all  the  letters  NITED  ST 
and  ends  in  the  denticles  above  the  A. 

A  lighter  crack  starts  from  a  rim  cud  above  the  first  A  in  AMERICA  and 
carries  down  to  the  left,  through  the  tops  of  the  letters  TES  OF.  Still  another 
crack  connects  the  tops  of  all  the  letters  MERICA.  A  light  crack  also  con- 
nects the  tip  of  the  middle  arrow  point  with  the  denticle  opposite  it.  All  in 
all,  this  coin  illustrates  a  badly  shattered  reverse  die  on  a  strongly  repunch- 
ed  date  obverse. 

If  any  member  is  aware  of  a  triple  date  1842  Large  Date  half  other  than 
this  variety,  I'd  very  much  appreciate  hearing  about  it.  I  can  be  contacted 
at:  P.O.  Box  888660,  Dunwoody,  GA  30338,  (404)  396-6125  (evenings  and 
weekends). 
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AN  1839  DIME  WITH  AN  1838  REVERSE 

by 

Scott  G.  Grieb 


As  a  collector  of  Seated  dimes  I  read  Mike  Brunner's  article  on  an 
unlisted  1838  Large  Stars  dime  in  Issue  #32  with  interest.  The  reverse  of  his 
coin  looked  familiar  and  I  soon  found  that  I  also  had  a  coin  with  this  reverse 
but  with  a  difference.  The  obverse  of  my  coin  was  dated  1839! 

My  coin  grades  Very  Fine  but  it  is  corroded  and  it  has  been  cleaned.  The 
reverse  matches  Mr.  Brunner's  but  it  is  a  later  die  state  with  the  crack 
through  T  in  UNITED  much  stronger.  There  is  also  another  very  weak  die 
crack  just  to  the  left  of  the  original  crack  that  runs  through  the  second  T  in 
STATES.  The  obverse  of  my  coin  is  also  unlisted  in  the  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  by  Ahwash.  I  can  find  no  obverse  die 
cracks  or  recut  stars  on  my  obverse.  Perhaps  somebody  has  a  higher  grade 
example  of  this  variety  or  this  same  obverse  with  another  reverse.  I  would 
like  to  thank  Bob  Everett  of  Classical  American  Coins  for  the  photographs 
of  my  coin. 


1839  Dime  with  1838  Reverse. 


LSCC  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  T\A/elfth  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
94th  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Baltimore  Convention  Center  in  Baltimore, 
IVlaryland  from  August  20  through  August  25,  1985.  The  club  meeting  will  be 
held  in  Room  316  at  the  Baltimore  Convention  Center  on  Thursday 
August  22,  1985  at  10:00  a.m.  Please  try  to  attend.  There  will  be  an  an- 
nouncement of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of  Officers,  an  announce- 
ment of  the  article  selected  by  the  members  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the 
Journal  during  the  past  year,  a  short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity 
for  members  to  exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

An  agenda  for  the  business  meeting  has  not  yet  been  drawn  up  but 
several  items  have  already  been  prepared  for  presentation  at  the  meeting. 
These  topics  include:  1)  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  from  the  club 
Secretary-Treasurer,  2)  the  setting  of  club  dues  for  the  next  club  year,  3)  the 
discussion  of  plans  for  the  printing  of  the  Second  Collective  Volume'of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal,  4)  presentation  of  the  KAMAL  M.  AHWASH  LITERARY 
AWARD  plaque  to  the  individual  who  submitted  the  best  article  to  the  jour- 
nal during  the  past  year. 

Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the  discussion  on  each  agenda  item 
short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have  a  brisk,  informative  and  produc- 
tive session. 
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John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 


J  &KRARE  COINS 

1405  S.  1-45,  P.O.  BOX  565,  CONROE,  TEXAS  77305 
CON  ROE  409/539-2000 


All  coins  guaranteed  genuine,  grading  by  ANA  &  Photograde.  30  day  returns  in 
original  un-opened  2x2.  Help  with  postage  appreciated.  Your  satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Coins  with  an  asterisk  reduce  price  by  20%.  For  complete  list  of  coins  in 
inventory  just  write. 


HALF  DIMES 


1839-  0 
1840 

1840-  0 
1840-0 
1842-0 
1844 
1844-0 
1844-0 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1849 

1849-  0 
1850 

1850-  0 

1850-  0 

1851-  0 

1852-  0 

1852-  0 
1853 
1853 

1853-  0 
1854 
1854 
1857 
1857 
1858 
1858-0 

1865-  S 

1866-  S 

1867-  S 
1869 
1871 

DIMES 

1838-0 

1838-  0 
1838 
1838 
1838 
1838 

1839-  0 

1840-  0 

1840-  0 

1841-  0 
1841-0 

1841-  0 
1842 

1842-  0 
1842-0 
1842-0 
1843 
1844 
1845 


VF  $  21.00 

F   10.00 

No  Drop  G-h  *   12.00 

With  Drop  F   75.00 

G   22.00 

VG   6.50 

RareLargeOG*   89.00 

Small  0  AG   65.00 

XF  *  39.90 

Lg.  DateF+*   55.00 

VG   19.50 

9/8  VG   11.00 

Rare  Date  F  76.00 

G   6.00 

VG   8.50 

F   16.00 

G   11.00 

Scarce  G   22.00 

Scarce  G   22.00 

No  Arrow  XF   175.00 

Arrows  XF   32.00 

Arrows  XF   37.50 

G+   5.00 

XF   38.00 

G   4.00 

XF   35.00 

VF   10.00 

XF   39.00 

65/63  AU   295.00 

G   8.00 

F   22.00 

G   10.00 

XF  *   24.15 


G+   33.00 


*   39.00 

Stars  G/AG   4.00 

Stars  VG   7.00 

Stars  XF   10.00 

Stars  G   17.00 

  7.00 


VG 

Lg. 
Lg 
Lg 

Sm 
G 

G   6.00 

Small  0  G   6.00 

G   5.00 

F  *   10.00 

DarkVF   15.00 

VG+   5.00 

VG   9.00 

F   11.00 

VF  *   99  00 

VG+   8.00 

VF   145.00 

G+   5.00 


DIMES 

1845  VG  $  6.00 

1845  Double  Date  XF  *   350.00 

1845-0  G   18.00 

1845-0  F   37.50 

1846  Rare  Date  F   105.00 

1847  VI  Damage  F   17.00 

1847  V2  F   45.00 

1848  AG   4.00 

1848  G   7.00 

1849  F   10.00 

1849-0  G   10.00 

1849-0  Lg.  OVG/F   20.00 

1849-  0  Sm.  OF   10.00 

1850-  0  AG   5.00 

1851  F   8.00 

1851-  0  VG+   9.00 

1852-  0  VG   14.00 

1853  Arrows  G   4.00 

1853  Arrows  VF   11.00 

HALVES 

1845  XF   250.00 

1845-  0  VF+   125.00 

1853-  0  Rare  XF  *   300.00 

1853-  0  Rare  XF-h   500.00 

1854  XF   85.60 

1854-  0  AG   5.00 

1854-  0  VF   36.00 

1855-  0  G/VG   8.00 

1856  G+   13.50 

1858-0  G   12.00 

1858-  S  F   27.30 

1867-S  VG   19.00 

1872-CC  XF   295.00 

1873  G   10.50 

1874  G+   19.50 

1876  G+   19.50 

1877  Plugged  G   5.00 

1881  VG+   225.00 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1843  XF   262.50 

1843  AU   430.50 

1846-  0  Polished  XF   295.00 

1847  VF+   175.00 

1849  Rim  Ding  AU-i-  *   430.50 

1859-  0  VG   87.00 

1859-0  VF   173.25 

1871  Weak  Lib  F/VF   115.00 

1872  F/VF   141.75 

1872  XF   262.50 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1877-  S  XF   138.60 

1878-  S  XF  *   138.60 

1878-S  XF+  150.00 
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OBVERSE  DIE  CHARACTERISTICS 
FOR  THE  1874  CC  HALF  DOLLAR 


The  article  by  William  Bugert  on  the  1874-CC  half  dollar  in  Issue  #27  of 
the  journal  prompted  me  to  check  the  INS  files  to  see  if  we  had  any 
diagnostics  for  the  obverse  die  of  this  date  which  we  could  share  with  the 
LSCC  members.  The  coin  pictured  in  this  article  was  graded  high  VF  at  the 
INS  lab  and  matched  the  reverse  diagnostics  given  in  Issue  #27. 

I  feel  that  the  diagnostics  present  on  the  obverse  of  this  coin  will  be 
found  on  other  pieces  of  this  date  and  mint.  The  picture  shows  a  raised 
lump  of  metal  inside  the  T  in  LIBERTY.  This  obverse  also  shows  a  similar 
lump  under  the  hair  curl  and  next  to  Miss  Liberty's  breast. 

F.  Fazzari 
Lab  Head 

International  Numismatic  Society 


1874-CC  Half  Dollar  with  Lump  inside  T 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


In  the  past  two  year  I  have  attended  many  coin  shows  in  Southern 
California  looking  for  uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Although  they  are 
not  considered  to  be  scarce,  I  have  found  very  few  of  them.  The  price  for 
common  date  uncirculated  Seated  dimes  is  very  reasonable  when  com- 
pared to  the  prices  for  Barber  dimes  which  seem  to  be  in  abundance. 

Every  show  seems  to  have  just  a  few  dealers  who  have  no  more  than  one 
or  two  uncirulated  Seated  dimes  for  sale.  I  feel  that  these  Seated  dimes  are 
underrated.  Have  other  members  found  this  limited  availability  of  uncir- 
culated Seated  dimes? 

Dillon  Frost 
LSCC  #653 


In  his  article  in  Issue  #32  Bill  Cregan  stated  that  the  1887  half  had  to  be 
the  toughest  date  of  the  low  mintage  dates  in  the  1880's  in  circulated 
grades.  Yet  in  the  same  issue  of  the  journal  I  observed  that  there  were  two 
different  1887  half  dollars  advertised  for  sale,  one  in  AU-55  +  and  the  other 
in  Choice  AU  +  .  And  the  dealers  offering  the  coins  were  located  on  op- 
posite sides  of  the  country.  Why  not  have  a  census  of  this  date  from  our 
membership  to  resolve  the  question  of  rarity  for  this  elusive  date.  It  would 
also  be  good  to  include  a  photo  of  each  of  the  coins  to  assure  accurate 
grading  and  to  provide  the  basis  for  an  article  on  grading  of  this  date. 

Robert  O'Brien 
LSCC  #363 

I  recently  had  an  opportunity  to  purchase  three  Seated  halves  from  a 
man  who  unearthed  them  along  with  seven  other  Seated  halves  a  few  miles 
from  where  I  live  in  the  gold  rush  country  of  central  California.  I  only  saw 
four  of  these  coins,  the  other  six  being  sold  before  I  heard  about  them.  An 
1873-CC  with  Arrows  half  was  the  nicest  of  the  three  that  I  purchased.  The 
other  two  that  I  bought  were  dated  1867-S  and  1871-S.  The  only  remaining 
piece  in  this  group  was  dated  1861-0. 

At  one  time  I  dug  up  an  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  quarter  in  the  same  area 
along  with  1892-S  and  1893-S  Barber  dimes.  I  have  seen  a  lot  of  coins  that 
were  dug  up  around  here  and  some  time  ago  purchased  an  1856-S  dime  in 
VF  and  a  gold  dollar  that  were  found  in  an  old  store  in  the  area.  I  remember 
one  man  who  found  a  Trade  dollar  and  another  Seated  half  after  a  hard  rain. 
But  this  was  many  years  ago  and  I  have  forgotten  the  dates  on  these  two 
coins.  I  feel  there  are  still  a  lot  of  Seated  coins  buried  in  this  area. 

Duwayne 
LSCC  #758 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8433  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRINGS,  MD.  20910 
TEL.  301  ■  585-8467 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBERTy  &flTCD  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD 


DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  - 11.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $11.00  to: 

James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813 
Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  nnove  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seenns  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  nev^ 
location  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr-ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited^ 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


